The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
Armenian, at the beginning of the 13th century, and find
the barrier of Christian Dongola still held.    But in 1250,
the Bahrite Mamluks supplanted the 'Ayyubids, and 10
years later the great Bay bars  came to the throne.    In
1275 and 1276 he sent expeditions to exact tribute and
carry fire and sword through Nubia, and the personnel
employed  were  mainly  Arabs   of  Upper  Egypt.    They
reached  Dongola,   and from  now  onwards   the   Nubian
power began to crumble.    Internal dissensions broke out,
and there was no longer a united front.    Above all, it
must be remembered that in Nubia a system of matriliiiear
inheritance obtained, under which the Arab chieftain by
marrying the sister of the ruling magnate ensured the
succession to his son, the offspring of the union.    This is
a factor of the first importance in considering the ways
and means by which the Arabs obtained a foothold in
the  Sudan,  and it is  frequently overlooked.    It is not,
however, suggested that it was only thus that the Arabs
were successful.   They had the power of Egypt behind them
in the first instance, and they were no longer content to
live in neighbourly amity with a people whom they saw a
chance of despoiling, nor to remain longer than they needed
in a country where they were treated as outcasts when
they might enjoy freedom beyond the oppressor's reach.
One expedition after another invaded Nubia in the days
of  Kala'un,  the  Turkish  usurper who   had  seized  the
Egyptian throne two years after the death of Beybars,
and of his successor;   the Nubians retreated as the foe
advanced, and advanced as he retreated,  but  Dongola
was lost, and the Arab tide had begun to flow.    By 1311
there is a Mohammedan, black—to judge by his name,
Abdulla Sanbu—calling himself king of Nubia;   he in
turn is killed by Kanz el Dowla, and the latter is accepted
by the Nubians as king.
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